PRESS RELEASE
Edinburgh – 21 June 2017
CEN, CENELEC and the Eurasian Economic Commission
formalize their cooperation
In the framework of CEN and CENELEC annual General Assemblies, their leaders
respectively Mr Vincent Laflèche and Dr Bernhard Thies and the Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC) represented by the Minister for Technical
Regulation, Mr Valery Koreshkov, have signed a joint Memorandum of
Understanding on 21 June 2017. The Memorandum of Understanding between
CEN, CENELEC and the EEC paves the way for closer collaboration on various
aspects of standardization, which will further facilitate trade in goods and
services between Europe and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) countries.
The three organizations – CEN (European Committee for Standardization), CENELEC
(European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization) and the EEC (Eurasian
Economic Commission) – have committed themselves to formalize their cooperation on
issues of joint interest, in order to foster greater technical alignment between Europe and
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) countries, most of which already having strong links
with CEN and CENELEC. By establishing a concrete dialogue and promoting the
harmonization of standards at international level, they will help to facilitate trade in
goods and services between Europe and countries from the EEU, namely Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia, thereby contributing to sustainable growth in all
these regions.
This MoU between CEN, CENELEC and the EEC provides a common framework to
facilitate the sharing of information, the transfer of technical knowledge, the exchange of
best practices and their mutual support in the work of the international standardization
organizations, ISO and IEC.
By developing and deepening their cooperation in the field of standardization, CEN,
CENELEC and the EEC will contribute to overcome technical barriers to trade and thus to
facilitate trade between Europe and some of its major trade partners.
Speaking at the signing ceremony in Edinburgh, Dr Bernhard Thies, President of
CENELEC, said: "We are convinced that through this joint agreement with the EEC, and
the provisions that allow for the exchange of technical information and sharing of
experiences, we extend the benefits that standards bring to our societies, and contribute
to the growth of our economies and the well-being of our people."
Valery Koreshkov, the Minister for Technical Regulation of the EEС, said: "The main
instrument for implementing mandatory requirements of technical regulations of the
Eurasian Union are standards, that are developed using international and regional
standards. The Memorandum with CEN and CENELEC is an important step in the
development of further harmonization of standards, increasing competitiveness and

product safety, reducing technical barriers and eliminating excessive administrative
regulation in the area of trade, which ultimately is aimed at better satisfying the
demands of industry and consumers in the European аnd the Eurasian regions".

CEN (European Committee for Standardization) and CENELEC (European
Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization) are recognized by the European
Union (EU) and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) as European
Standardization Organizations responsible for developing standards at European
level. These standards set out specifications and procedures in relation to a wide
range of materials, processes, products and services.
The members of CEN and CENELEC are the National Standardization Bodies and
National Electrotechnical Committees of 34 European countries. European
Standards (ENs) and other standardization deliverables adopted by CEN and
CENELEC, are accepted and recognized in all of these countries.
European Standards (ENs) contribute to enhancing safety, improving quality,
facilitating cross-border trade and strengthening the European Single Market. They
are developed through a process of collaboration among experts nominated by
business and industry, research institutes, consumer and environmental
organizations, trade unions and other stakeholders.
CEN and CENELEC work to promote the international alignment of standards in the
framework of technical cooperation agreements with ISO (International
Organization for Standardization) and the IEC (International Electrotechnical
Commission).
CEN-CENELEC website: www.cencenelec.eu
_____________________________________________________________________
The Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) is the permanent regulatory body of
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). It was created in February 2, 2012.
The main purpose of the Eurasian Economic Commission is to ensure the functioning
and development of the EAEU, and develop proposals for the further development of
integration.
Currently there are five EEC countries: The Republic of Armenia, the Republic of
Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the Russian Federation.
The EEC has supranational regulatory body status and its activity is guided by the
interests of the participating countries of the Eurasian Economic integration project in
general, not motivating its decisions by any interests of national Governments.
Decisions of the Commission are legally binding (obligatory for execution) on the
territory of the EAEU Member States.
EEC website: http://www.eurasiancommission.org

